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Artists Up (AU) began in 2012 as a conversation between Program/Project Managers at Artist Trust, 4Culture and the 
Office of Arts & Culture, three Washington State arts funding organizations that serve individual artists. These 
managers were looking to share information and explore research that could lead to improved access for under-
represented artists including artists of color, ethnic minority, limited/non-English speaking artists, non-traditional and 
rural artists, artists with disabilities, mature artists, and artists new to our communities. Research and conversations 
resulted in a pilot series of informational sessions that launched the public aspect of the AU initiative. 
 
In the first iteration of what may be a multi-year workshop series, AU focused on the Latino/a artist (Bilingual, Spanish 
or English speaking) community. The series was comprised of three sessions with tailored bilingual materials: 
 

• Session I – Meet the Funders, took place on July 8th, 2013 and was open to the public. This session provided 
artists an opportunity to learn about funding and commissioning programs offered by each entity.  

• Session II – Meet the Artists, took place on July 15th, 2013 and was open to the public. Five artists who have 
received funding in the past from Artist Trust, 4Culture, and/or the Office of Arts & Culture presented 
anecdotal accounts of their path to success.   

• Session III – Focus Group took place on July 22nd, 2013 and was by invitation only. Artists representing all 
disciplines participated in a focus group facilitated by Claudia Bach of AdvisArts. 

•  
Evaluation forms from the first two public workshops revealed that: 
 

• Latino/a artists were missing a networking hub and peer-to-peer learning.  
• A majority of the participants who attended were female. 
• A majority were new to funding programs. 
• Most attendees were visual artists with cross-disciplinary art practices.  
• Most participants learned about Artists Up through email and social media, but many also noted that they 

were seeking additional help with technology.   
• Attendees were from 18 different Washington State zip codes.  
• The majority of participants (58%) were in the 30-year age bracket followed by those in the 40-60-year age 

bracket at 42%. 
• Majority of participants were bilingual or English-speakers. 

 
The Focus Group, results of which we present in full in the attached Summary Memorandum, revealed that: 
 

• Artists seek flexible funding models and simplified applications 
• Social service agencies are not a preferred conduit for artist support 
• A cultural space focused on Latino art and artists is highly desired 
• In-person contact and personal relationships with organizations and community members are important 

 
The attached Session III: Focus Group summary and recommendations report was prepared by Claudia Bach of 
AdvisArts Consulting, with assistance by Susan Kunimatsu. Outcomes from this facilitated conversation with artists will 
be instrumental in shaping next steps for Artists Up.  


